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peculiar to the Irish physiognomy, and expressive of the
most unsuspicious good humour. Add to all this a voice
merry and sad by turns, but always musical,, and
manners of the most unpretentious elegance, yet even
more remarkable for their winning kindness, and you
have the prominent traits of one of the most lovely and
fascinating women I have ever seen.'

ALMACK'S

'The necessity for providing regular occasions for the
assembling of the miscellaneous world of fashion, led to
the institution of Almack's, which died out in the advent
of the new system of society, and in the fierce competi-
tion of its inexhaustible private entertainments,' wrote
Disraeli, some forty years after the days he is describing.
Almack's is so typical of the society that was just passing
away at Queen Victoria's accession that it must be in-
cluded in any survey.

Situated in King Street, St. James's, it was originally
built as a club for ladies in 1764 by William MacaU, who
preferred to spell his name Almack, and who, in the
previous year had founded Brooks'.

At first, besides dancing, Almack's also provided gamb-
ling and other social amenities like the men's clubs.
From its origin it was very select, the ladies black-
balling with a despotism and a capriciousness that many
a masculine club might have envied.

In the early years 'of the nineteenth century Almack's
had become merely an assembly for dancing. But its
exclusiveriess had grown with the y^ars.
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